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16th Annual Flyway Festival Celebrates Return of 

Millions of Migrating Birds to San Francisco Bay Area

Unique 3-day birding and wildlife festival at Mare Island draws 
an estimated 4,000 people each year.
[VALLEJO], CA – Both birds and people will be flocking to Mare Island in Vallejo to celebrate what has become a special annual ritual each winter: the San Francisco Bay Flyway Festival. The 3-day event celebrates the return of over one million shorebirds and hundreds of thousands of ducks, geese and hawks which migrate through or winter in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

This year the Festival will be held Friday, Feb. 10th through Sunday, February 12th in Building 223, 500 Connolly St. on Mare Island. Admission is free. Festival-goers will be able to choose from hundreds of fun activities, including a Family Wildlife Exploration and Birding Expo with more than 100 exhibitors, guided nature walks including beginning birding outings for families and adults, birding and wild bird demonstrations, and art and photography exhibits. Once again, Mare Island Heritage Trust, the nonprofit sponsor of the Festival, welcomes Weston Solutions, Inc. an environmental remediation engineering firm which has played a lead role in the environmental cleanup of the former Mare Island naval base, as the Festival host sponsor.
Regional Outings
A complete schedule of the more than 50 regional outings will be updated on the festival website sfbayflywayfestival.com by January 25th.
Mare Island Guided Outings and Tours
As many as 20 guided outings are planned for Mare Island, along with a self-guided wetland walk to the Bay on the San Pablo Bay Walking Trail opened for daily public use in December 2010. For the 5th year the Festival will feature American Volkswalk Association sanctioned 5k and 10k walks on a route through the southern Island and in the historic and new neighborhoods of the former U.S. Navy shipyard founded in 1854. Mare Island outings will include Sierra Club guided walks to the Navy’s first ammunition depot in the Pacific founded in 1857 located on the Island’s south end in the 215-acre Mare Island Shoreline Heritage Preserve.  St. Peter’s Chapel, home to the most Tiffany stained-glass windows in a single site in the West, will be open for tours Sunday, February 12.
Presentations and movies
Native Bird Connections, a wild bird rehab and education center based in Martinez, CA will once again give its “standing-room-only” live bird shows both Saturday and Sunday at the Wildlife Expo. For the first time in the Festival’s history, two feature length movies will be part of the weekend schedule. Two showings of Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time, by filmmakers Ann and Steve Dunsky, from the U.S. Forest Service on Mare Island will take place during the weekend. The first showing is scheduled Friday evening, February 10 at 7pm immediately following the Festival and Art Show opening reception. The movie will also play Saturday evening, February 11 beginning at 6:30pm. Festival-goers will gather at the Mare Island Festival headquarters to view a movie highly relevant for Mare Island and the San Francisco Bay bioregion. Green Fire is the first full-length, high-definition documentary film ever made about legendary environmentalist Aldo Leopold. The movie highlights Leopold’s extraordinary career, tracing how he shaped and influenced the modern environmental movement. Leopold remains relevant today, inspiring projects all over the country that connect people and land. 
Flyway Festival Art Exhibition and Regional Wetlands and Mare Island Preserve Paintouts

Photographers and painters of all ages and skills will be exhibiting original work that depicts local wildlife, wetlands, marshes, and native habitats from San Francisco Bay to the ridgetops of Mt. Tamalpais and Mt. Diablo. Artists’ work will be available for purchase at the Art Show beginning with its opening reception Friday evening, February 10 at 5:30pm and continuing through the two-day show, Saturday and Sunday, 9am-4pm.

Most Festival activities are free. Some require pre-registration. For more information and directions, call 707-249-9633 or 425-279-3502 or visit sfbayflywayfestival.com.
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Digital photos available prior to and during the event. Call Myrna Hayes at 707-249-9633 cell or e-mail myrnahay@pacbell.net
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